October 4, 2021

Mr. CRAMER, Mr. DAINES, Mr. HAGERTY,
Mr. HAWLEY, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. LANKFORD, Ms. LUMMIS,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. ScoTT of Florida, Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina, Mr. WICKER,
Mr. YOUNG, and Mr. BARRASSO) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:
S. REs. 407

Whereas the free exercise of religion is an
inherent, fundamental, and inalienable right
protected by the First Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States;

Whereas the United States has long recog-
nized that the free exercise of religion is im-
portant to the intellectual, ethical, moral,
and civic development of individuals in the
United States, as evidenced by Founders of
the United States, such as—

(1) Benjamin Franklin, who believed reli-
gion to be ‘‘uniquely capable of educating a
citizenry for democracy’’; and

(2) George Washington, who said in his
farewell address, ‘‘Of all the dispositions and
habits which lead to political prosperity, re-
ligion and morality are indispensable sup-
ports.”’;

Whereas religious education is useful for
self-development, because it asks students to
consider and respond to questions concerning
the meaning and purpose of life, engages stu-
dents in questions about morality and jus-
tice, and enables students to identify their
values;

Whereas studies like the one published by
the International Journal of Mental Health
Systems in 2019 have shown that religious
education can be ‘‘instrumental to improv-
ing adolescent mental health” by helping
children learn how to make decisions based
on morals, promoting less risky choices, and
encouraging connectedness within a commu-
nity, which can enhance self-esteem and
well-being;

Whereas religious education fosters respect
for other religious groups and individuals
generally by acknowledging a source for
human dignity and worth;

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States found in Pierce v. Society of Sisters,
268 U.S. 510 (1925), that the state does not
have power ‘‘to standardize its children by
forcing them to accept instruction from pub-
lic teachers only. The child is not the mere
creature of the state; those who nurture him
and direct his destiny have the right, cou-
pled with the high duty, to recognize and
prepare him for additional obligations.”’;

Whereas religious instruction can come
from a variety of sources, including sec-
tarian schools and released time programs;

Whereas, according to the National Center
for Education Statistics, in 2015, 4,350,000
children in the United States attended sec-
tarian elementary and secondary schools
where those children received religious edu-
cation; and

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States held in Zorach v. Clauson, 343 U.S. 306
(1952), that State statutes providing for the
release of public school students from school
to attend religious classes are constitu-
tional, and, as a result, an estimated 540,000
public school students in the United States
take advantage of released time programs
each year: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms the importance of religious edu-
cation in the civic and moral development of
the people of the United States;
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(2) celebrates the schools and organizations
that are engaged in religious instruction of
the children of the United States to aid
those children in intellectual, ethical, moral,
and civic development;

(3) calls on each of the 50 States, each ter-
ritory of the United States, and the District
of Columbia to accommodate individuals
who wish to be released from public school
attendance to attend religious classes; and

(4) designates the week of October 3, 2021,
through October 9, 2021, as ‘‘Religious Edu-
cation Week”’.

————————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the following in-
terns in my office be given floor privi-
leges until December 17, 2021: Paris
Nguyen and Seth Ricketts.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER
5, 2021

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. tomorrow, Tuesday,
October 5; that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that upon the conclu-
sion of morning business, the Senate
proceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the Adams-Allen nom-
ination, as provided under the previous
order; further, that the Senate recess
following the cloture vote on the
Adams-Allen nomination until 2:15
p.m. to allow for the weekly caucus
meetings; that all postcloture debate
time on the Adams-Allen nomination
expire at 2:15 p.m.; finally, if any nomi-
nations are confirmed on Tuesday, the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:51 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
October 5, 2021, at 10 a.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

S6895

SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION
CORPORATION

CLAUDIA SLACIK, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A DIRECTOR OF
THE SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION CORPORATION
FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2023, VICE ORLAN
JOHNSON, RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

JED DAVID KOLKO, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF COMMERCE FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, VICE
KAREN DUNN KELLEY.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

JOSEPH F. DECAROLIS, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINIS-
TRATION, VICE LINDA CAPUANO.

MARIA DUAIME ROBINSON, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE
AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF ENERGY (OFFICE OF
ELECTRICITY), VICE BRUCE J. WALKER.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

HENRY CHRISTOPHER FREY, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO
BE AN ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, VICE PAUL T. ANASTAS.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

MICHAEL M. ADLER, OF FLORIDA, TO BE AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF BEL-
GIUM.

ERIK D. RAMANATHAN, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM
OF SWEDEN.

CALVIN SMYRE, OF GEORGIA, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW
COMMISSION

SUSAN HARTHILL, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW COM-
MISSION FOR A TERM EXPIRING APRIL 27, 2027, VICE
JAMES J. SULLIVAN, JR., TERM EXPIRED.

FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH
ADMINISTRATION

MARY LUCILLE JORDAN, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH RE-
VIEW COMMISSION FOR A TERM OF SIX YEARS EXPIRING
AUGUST 30, 2026. (REAPPOINTMENT)

IN THE SPACE FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR SPACE
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 716:

To be major

CHRISTINA N. GILLETTE
D 8. ROGERS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE REGULAR SPACE
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 716:

To be colonel

JAMES W. CROSSLEY
MARK P. HENDERSON
KENNETH F. L. KLOCK

To be lieutenant colonel

NANCY J. CASTRO

STACY H. GODSHALL
EDWARD M. GUTIERREZ
JAMES W. LEE

PATRICK F. MCINERNEY
NICHOLAS R. SHAW
ERIKA M. TEICHERT
ALEXANDER M. VUKCEVIC

To be major

MICHAEL J. CABIC

JOHN H. CHAMBERLIN
STEPHANIE K. FLOWERS
THOMAS L. HARRIS
STEPHANIE E. HAYNES
ANDREW S. HINES

ERIC S. KINZBRUNNER
NICHOLAS C. MILANO
JARED D. MYERS
BRENDON P. SMERESKY

———

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate October 4, 2021:
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

JONATHAN EUGENE MEYER, OF OHIO, TO BE GENERAL
COUNSEL, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY.
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